\W/eeklv Newsletter

I6TH OCTOBER 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of our first half term, we can’t help but feel incredibly proud of all that has been
achieved in just a few short weeks. Life in school is always busy, but amongst the hustle and bustle,

itis important that we take a moment to reflect on and celebrate the wonderful contributions of our
children, so ably supported by our dedicated staff team.

Together, we have enjoyed two very successful EYFS Open Evenings, a Macmillan charity event,
exciting curriculum experiences to enrich and deepen our history learning, Bikeability for Maple
Class, a Boggledy Book Fair, a whole-school Harvest Festival celebration and an Autumn Disco - to
name just a few!

We believe that our children’s primary school years should be filled not only with high-quality
classroom learning, but also with the rich and varied experiences that bring education 'off the page'.
These opportunities introduce children to new skills, interests and experiences, helping to shape not
only a treasure trove of wonderful childhood memories, but also the confidence, character and
readiness they need for life beyond our school gates. As our school continues to grow, both in size
and in the opportunities we offer, one thing will never change: our unwavering commitment to the
quality of education we provide, the strength of the relationships we build and our determination to
ensure that every child feels safe, valued, loved and championed.

Your continued support, encouragement and belief in our school and all that it stands for mean so

much to us. We feel incredibly fortunate to have such a wonderful school community, with parents

and families who share our values, champion our children and work alongside us to make Whipman
Woods the very best it can be.

Thank you for being part of our journey and for helping us to live, learn and thrive together in the
Whipman Woods’ Way! Wishing you all a wonderful and well-deserved half-term break!

Mrs Nicola Green

Headteacher

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE DATA

92.3% 98.7% 96.4% 97.6% 96.7% 96.3%

well done to Cedar class! You are this week’s attendance winners...again!

AUTUMN DISCO

Our school Autumn Disco was a fantastic success, with the
children and staff (in equal measure) having a brilliant time on
the dance floor! There was lots of dancing, laughter and fun, and

our Key Stage 2 children particularly loved choosing their own * T Gkﬁﬁn Tﬂ
song requests and singing along to their favourites. It was 4»!
wonderful to see everyone enjoying themselves and getting into 8

the disco spirit. Thanks to everyone who supported the event, we
are delighted to have raised an amazing £380 towards school .
funds!
A huge thank you to all the staff, parent helpers and families who helped make the
evening such a success.
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SCHOOL NAME TAGS

We're pleased to announce that we have teamed up with NameTags, a company that
creates personalised name labels and stickers for school items. Their labels are a great
way to ensure that children’s belongings, from water bottles and lunchboxes to coats,
shoes and stationery, are clearly named and can be easily identified and returned to their
rightful owners. Please take a look at their website www.MyNametags.com

By using our unique school code 114436 at checkout, parents will receive 10% off their
order, and the school will also earn a commission from every purchase made using our
code. This commission will go directly into school funds, helping to support our pupils and
school community. It's a simple way to keep belongings organised while supporting our
school at the same time!

DEFIBRILLATOR - A COMMUNITY EFFORT THAT COULD SAVE LIVES!

We are delighted to share that, thanks to the fantastic
fundraising efforts of our children, families and wider school
community throughout 2025-2026, we have been able to

purchase a defibrillator for Whipman Woods - and our local Mrs Charlotte Lax (our Chair
of Governors) and Leanne

Saunders, on behalf of the
Friends of Whipman Woods,
presented the defibrillator to
the school this morning.

community!

This purchase is particularly special as it came from a
suggestion made by you, our parents, recognising the
importance of having potentially life-saving equipment
available to protect our children, staff and wider community.

Our defibrillator is now registered with the national
defibrillator network, meaning it can also be accessed by our
local community during school opening hours, should an
emergency arise.

We are incredibly proud that this has been made possible
through the generosity and collective efforts of our families.
Every fundraising event, donation and contribution has
helped make this happen.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone involved. What a wonderful
example of our school community coming together to make a
difference! We hope it is something we never need to use, but
what a difference it could make if we do!

MACMILLAN COFEE AND CAKE - CHARITY
FUNDRAISER
Thank you to Mrs Matthews who single-handedly brought
together our Macmillan Coffee and Cake afternoon a few
weeks ago. Always keen to support others and show the
children how to do this too, Mrs Matthews contacted
local supermarkets to support with the wonderful array
of cakes that were on offer.

A huge thank you to you and our staff who also donated
so generously. Your presence at this event meant the
world and we know the families who benefit from the

work of this wonderful family will be incredibly grateful.
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HARVEST CELEBRATIONS

A huge thank you to all of our parents and carers

who joined us for our wonderful Harvest Festival

Celebration this morning. It was lovely to come
together as a school community to celebrate the
importance of gratitude, generosity and kindness.

Our children made us incredibly proud with their
class performances, and our wonderful school choir
who brought the celebration together beautifully!

This year, we were delighted to support Bassetlaw
Food Bank, which provides essential food and
supplies to local individuals and families
experiencing difficult times. Thank you to everyone
who generously contributed to our collection — your
kindness will make a real difference to those in need
within our local community.

Harvest has provided a meaningful opportunity for
our children to put our school values of kindness,
problem-solving and responsibility into action,
recognising that even the smallest acts of generosity
can have a significant impact when we work
together.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and
generosity. We are incredibly proud of our Whipman
Woods community!

SPOTLIGHT ON BEECH CLASS

This week, we have been busy putting our scientific enquiry skills to the test
as we investigated the properties of different materials! We explored which
materials were waterproof and which were absorbent, testing a range of
materials, including tarpaulin and different types of fabric.

Before beginning our investigations, we made careful predictions about ,
which materials we thought would prevent water from passing through and 2
which would soak it up. We then worked together to carry out our tests,
observing closely and recording what happened. It was really exciting to
compare our findings with our original predictions and discover whether we
were right!

Through our investigations, we learnt that materials have different
properties and began to understand why some are better suited to
particular purposes than others. We enjoyed discussing our discoveries,
sharing our ideas and thinking about where we might find these materials
in everyday life.

We had a fantastic time working as scientists, asking thoughtful questions,
making observations and learning from one another. What a wonderful
week of hands-on scientific discovery in Beech Class!




HOUSE CAPTAINS AT WHIPMAN WOODS!

We are delighted that, for the first time, Whipman Woods will be electing
House Captains for Fire, Water, Earth and ! Following the introduction
of our House Teams last year, this is an exciting next step in developing

the children’s leadership skills.

Reserved for our oldest pupils in Oak Class, this role offers a fantastic
opportunity to develop leadership, communication and public-speaking
skills. This week, children have explored the qualities of an effective
leader, explored the job advert and begun preparing speeches explaining
why they would make a great House Captain.

H[HISE Elpiﬁlﬂﬁ ,‘; The elections will take place during our

assemblies on Tuesday 3rd November (Fire

(ARt WATEp @ FAR |]_r and Water) and Wednesday 4th November
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Here is how they are looking after our first half term!

Autumn 1 Positive Points!
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DOGS ON THE PLAYGROUND
We love our four-legged friends at Whipman Woods, however, to help keep our

playground safe, clean and enjoyable for everyone, we kindly ask that dogs are
kept off the school playground during drop-off and collection times.

Thank you for your understanding and for helping us to keep Whipman Woods a
safe and welcoming place for all our children and families.

DIARY DATES

Monday 2"¢ November - Back to school (Poppy merchandise on sale £1 suggested donation)

Thursday 5'" November - Individual School Photos

Thursday 12'" November - Oak Class Trip - Holocaust Centre

Monday 23" - Friday 27'" November - Assessment Week (Year 1-Year 6) In

Thursday 3" December - Christmas Fair Ia DIQRY

Tuesday 8'" December - EYFS Parent Workshop on Reading 3.15pm=-3.45pm (|

Wednesday 9'" December - EIm and Willow Nativity Production 9.30am ((:
o
o

Wednesday 9'" December - Cedar and Beech Nativity Production 2pm
Thursday 10'" December - Cedar and Beech Nativity Production 9.30am \j
Thursday 10'" December - EIm and Willow Nativity Production 2pm

Friday 11'" December - Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day

Monday 14'" December - EIm (Nursery) and Willow (Reception) Christmas Party Day
Tuesday 15'" December - Maple (Year 3/4) and Oak (Year 5/6) Christmas Carol Concert
Wednesday 16'" December - Cedar (Year 1) and Beech (Year 2) Christmas Party Day
Thursday 17" December - Maple and Oak Christmas Party Day

Friday 18'" December - Last day in school before end of Term break

POPPY APPEAL

The first week back at school, our Year 6 children will be coming to the
classrooms towards the end of the day to sell Poppies. We have
poppies, keyrings, snapbands and fabric bracelets with a suggested
donation of £1 each.

Please send your child with their money for any poppies to the classrooms
ideally in a named envelope.

PUPIL JOBS
Children at Whipman Woods have the exciting opportunity to apply for one of our school jobs and
make a real difference to our school community! The following roles were introduced in this
morning’s assembly (and the job posters can be found below):

Key Stage 1: Key Stage 2:

Eco Warrior ‘ ‘ E_CO Worr|or‘
) Reading Champion | gy Reading Champion
@ Safety Superhero AN Safety Superhero
. Lunchtime Leader

These jobs are designed for children to develop their leadership skills, share ideas, make
decisions and take responsibility for making Whipman Woods an even more wonderful place than
it already is! They will learn the importance of listening to others, respecting different opinions
and working together as a Whipman Woods team!

Our school jobs are also a fantastic way for children to put our British Values into practice and
live out our school rules: Be Ready, Be Kind, Be Safe!

If children would like to apply, they can collect an application form from their teacher and explain
why they would be perfect for the role. The deadline for applications is Wednesday 4'" November!

-'_-
'.1
% % :u
i -.'F
2shasdanda AhashAarsrda AsArAasrAaaAdl ArasArardAaal Araardarsrdarsr ryvvyyvevyeyvys 2Abhasrdaar 2shAaashasrda AbAarAsrsrda Aadrdararida




s B P AL N
- ECO WARRIORS

#
li‘!l H.IDUL"' LE&DEFR. p5. sk O y
B YR Carg aboul ur panst gnd wont ko ]
/z mahe @ differencer .5 !
J Whigman Woods Flowmg Megh -’icn-:.rrnl @
}I : locking for 51X Eco Warniors' [one from }
- each, gar group - Becephion o Fear Sia) b= ‘_f"
1' halp proteck our environmend gnd mabe our %
#l:‘ @ ll-"
| AS AN ECO WARRIOR, YOU WiLL y

LI Pl o sdbussd Lok J||.l:l bhe grovid el
':'.l Encourage athors 1o rececle. reuse and reducs wasls
B Look cul for libler smd help ooy our sheool grounds

clenn ord bidg
.il § Akbend riigulor maebirge 1o thive wbbas :'-r e b h,"

o 1 pir hepol morg eoo=frandly

schoal 8 ghesner place

B8 ook ouf .I...r WO W CON MY RNy and rEssercEs
* " Halg sarme _!-.'r ur ourldisor dpades plasils sl el l\._l. I--'
I‘ 8 Aose sworeness of erwirossaeniol tmoes and }I

lI| argrardigd ohhirs o omala ponboes chascas

F S Lead by esamgpls and ancourcge ¢lhars o core for
f{ sur plesmank

}II CORPLETE Ar aFFPLICATION FORM A8 HarD
N TO YOLR CLASS TEADHER BY wWwEDNESDAY |"
P 4TH NOVEMEBER *

%
> }\h__,,;‘*..i.f'hﬂl’“

rrrppm— P
Lunchtime Leaders

Aduir Leadier: Mra Gl

—

DD Ep’h.- E"ll:“ﬂ I'lll.PI."lg ﬂLI'IErl- ﬂ."ud. "'lﬂ.h'."'g i.'.l."'.':h.r.l."'lﬂ
fun? Whipman Woods Flying High Academy is
looking for SIX Lunchbime Leaders [three from
each K5d class) to help make lunchtimes happy

friendly ond inclusive for everyone

A% a Lunchtime Leader, you will:

= Weleome ehildren inks the dinmer kall wikk a
friendly smile
@ Help yourger children feel comfortable by sitting with
therm of they are by themselves and brow where ko st
Help younger children with lunchiime routines (eg
holding krives and forks correctly and cleaning plabes)
" Help keep tobles and the wrrounding area tidy by
encouraging children to keep thewr area clean and bidy
B Shaore childrens ideas aboul lunchbime with Mrs Gibk

Comicre an application form and hand in to pour

HEHDIH_IG CHAMPIONS

o] ADULT LEABER WSS Cam

Do o Leve all |!’h|_".g:. reading and books?
Whipman Woods Flying High Acadermy is locking for
51X ‘Reading Champions (one from each year group -
FI-¥6) to spread the joy of reading across school ¥

ok,

AS A READING CHAMPION. YOU WILL:
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!-“-ltn-:i regulor meetings to telk all things books!

Complete an application form and hand in to your

class teacher by Wednesday & November.

A Safety $uperharul {d
et} LT H-F'H-H'I:hlil
Do you care about helping to keep everybody .-m._ff. at
school? Whipman Woods Flying High Academy is
locking for SIX (¥1-Y8) Safety Superheroces to help
E'Il!rl:r:\-l'l.t make !n:njﬂ :I".:F.IZEE :I"I.d. I.I:iD": a.fl:tr DNiE "J."lﬂ..I'I.Er.
As a Safety Hero, you will:
® Conduct o .-.nhl_l check around school and report ta Me
Matthews if you nobice somethung that aseds Jiaing - &g
m.L-I:l.q_, chair legs, chaisa that havient bedn pushed urder
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Comiete an application form and hand A
in to yoor class teacher by el e

Wednesday ‘tth November.
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